
The Comfortable Shoe
Have you noticed that Baby Boomers are really starting to show their
age? There we were, multitudes of us, listening to loud music, getting
sun tanned, working multiple jobs then balancing kids, their sports,
our sports, mortgages and vacations. Exhausting when you look back
at it. We hate slowing down but also hate to admit that sitting down
really feels good these days. We’re also looking after our parents now,

the shoe is definitely on the other foot.

This quarter’s newsletter is dedicated to the
older generation of dogs and cats at The
Guild. Some of them just stole our hearts
when we found them at the pounds; a few of
them were returned to us due to their
caregiver’s illness or death. It probably
doesn’t seem like that long ago for these pets
either when “the shoe was on the other foot.”

They’re sweet all of them, opinionated in
some subjects, they move a little slower than
you know they used to, they enjoy a good
meal and life for them now is pretty darned
good. They’re happy with a scratch on the

ear or a nice slow rub around the chest and back. They need to take
their pills and they’ll listen patiently when you tell them about how
you can relate to their aches and pains. Their eyes are the windows of
their souls. They’re settled, they know who they are and they accept it.

It’s always harder to adopt out the older generation because of our fear
of losing them. While we all know that life offers no guarantees, you
may be surprised at just how spry or ‘cool’ they are. Older pets are
good for older people; they understand one another. (Have you talked
to a teenager lately?) We invite you to come and meet our seniors.
We’re very proud of them and they’re proud of themselves, you’ll see.
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A Note from the Director
Why do so many great dogs wind up in a shelter?  This is a question that every
shelter worker struggles with from time to time.  I know I have.  There are many
reasons for this, some are easily fixed and others more difficult.  Over the next
few issues, I plan to talk about this and would love to hear from those of you
who have an opinion or information about this growing problem.
More dogs are being “owner surrendered” to the pounds in our area.  Some
because people have lost their jobs, lost their homes, are moving to an apartment
that doesn’t allow animals or can no longer afford to keep their pet.  Some dogs
end up in pounds because their owners have gone into a long term care facility

or have passed away and no plans were made for the dog’s care.
Other dogs are surrendered because of behavior problems that could
have been corrected with some training and commitment on the
part of the owner.  All of these situations end with a confused dog
sitting in the pound wondering what happened.
How many of us have adopted a cute little puppy, taken it home
and laughed at how cute and funny it was when it jumped up on
the couch, nibbled on our fingers and pant legs, jumped up on us
“to show how much they love us”, and generally ran wild around
the house?  At five pounds weight this might have been funny.  A
year later when the dog weighs 60 or more pounds and is still
doing all these things, the cuteness quickly wears off.  Our dog is
now in his teen years and has never had any effective training or
discipline, actually their misbehavior has probably been rewarded
with a lot of attention.  This is the point at which many people

decide that the dog is just not right for them.  They need a calmer, better behaved
dog.  Another dog sitting at the pound wondering what happened.  The Little
Guild takes in dogs from the dog pounds of Litchfield County so we have a stake
in this problem.  I can’t say I know what the solution to this is; however with
some feedback from all of you perhaps we can find a way to change at least

some of these conditions for the better.  I hope to hear from some of you soon.
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A Letter From the President
Volunteers, this is the watchword of the Little Guild.  While the Little Guild has a great, but small,
permanent staff, it is the many volunteers who keep the operations running.

Our volunteers range in age from seven to 93.

We have 12 volunteers who walk the dogs.  We have 10 volunteers who clean out
the cages.

We have 6 volunteers who regularly feed our cats.  We have 9 volunteers who
socialize all of our animals.

We have 6 volunteers who manage the Thrift Shop.

Time spent with the dogs and cats makes them into much more social and adoptable
animals who give pleasure to their new owners.  It also provides satisfaction to the
volunteers who can relate to someone who needs their care and love.

And, let us remember and appreciate the many people, especially children, who request that instead
of presents for their birthday, confirmation, bar mitzvah, etc. donations be made to the Little Guild.
In fact several children have made their class project at school raising money for the Little Guild.

To all of these many volunteers we owe not only a great vote of thanks and appreciation, but also
our very existence and success.
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Dear Faith and Staff,
“I have had Misty (formerly Ophelia) for 1 year now.  She is doing
great and is one of the nicest cats I have ever had.  I am so happy
that I adopted her.  She is a very happy cat and enjoys going to the
barn with me every morning to feed the horses.”  Darlene Knox -
Morris, CT

Dear Little Guild,
“I just wanted to say thank you for looking after me during my time
at the Little Guild.  I live in
Boston now and have a new
friend who is a big black dog

called Max!  He even lets me share
his cushion with him.  Sometimes
I go to Litchfield on “vacation”
and then I get to go outside and
play.  I thought you might like a
picture of me to include in your
next newsletter. I am a very happy
adopted cat!  Love, Oona.” Stephanie F. Dyson – Boston, MA

Dear Liz and Staff,
“It has been 5 months since we adopted Darcy and we just love her.
She has developed a personality that is just wonderful.  Darcy has
turned out to be a wonderful protector for us.  She is a total enjoyment
to have and we continue to have a lot of fun with her.  Burt and I
thank you for giving us a wonderful dog to be a part of our family.”
Lisa Demers and Burt Berthiaume – Hillsdale, NY

Dear Faith and All,
     “Mia formerly known as Punkin, has the run of
the house, including beds!  She has been an angel.
I can pick her up and she loves lap time.  This is a
match made in heaven.”  Sincerely, Elaine –
Winsted, CT
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THE LITTLE GUILD OF ST FRANCIS DONORS
April 1 - June 30, 2005

On behalf of the Board of Directors and all the dogs and cats you have helped, we would like to thank you for your
support of our shelter.  You have made it possible for us to help these beautiful animals that have found themselves
homeless through no fault of their own.  Please know that we are very grateful for your support.

$500.00 or more
Mr. Kevin Cooper
Ms. Julia Ganz
Mr. James J. McCoy
Ms. Martha E. McDonough
Mr. Henry G. Moller
Ms. Marti Stevens
The McKelvy Family Foundation,
Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Vaill
Between $100.00 and $500.00
Ms. Sabrina Beck
Mr. Joseph-Eric Berthiaume
Ms. Chris Bittel
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Bosley
Mrs. Rosalie Bouchard
Ms. Evelyn Brothers
Mr. Bob Buick
Ms. Particia Buonocore
Rev. John Franklin Carter
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Cianciolo
Ms. Bernice M. Clark
Ms. Louise Colangelo
Ms. Jeanne Curtis
Dale Stull Demy
Ms. Kerri A. Donahue
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Dondero
Ms. Jean F. Donegan
Ms. Gail V. Doolittle
Mr. and Mrs. John Dougherty
Mr. Stephen R. Edmondson
Ms. Natasha Eilenberg
Ms. Faith K. Fails
Mr. Janet W. Fairchild
Febbroriello, Conti, & Levy
Ms. Margot H. Feely
Ms. Judith Gencarelli
Ms. Ashley Goletz
Ms. Jenny Hansell
Ms. Marilyn Harlow
Mr. Jim Hartshorn
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard E. Huot
Ms. Deborah R. Ide
Mr. William Keeley
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Kurtich
Mr. Richard Lebel
Ms. Karen Leffingwell
Ms. Eleanor M. Leone
Louis F. and Reberta C. Albright
Foundation
Mr. Peter J. Madden
Ms. Ruth M. Maedel
Ms. Veronica M. Magistrali
Ms. Kristen Mahan
Ms. Ann-Marie J. McCoy
Ms. Irene McDonald
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin R. Mealey
Mr. Sam Mohr
Ms. Diane W. Monroe
Mr. and Mrs. DJ Murphy
Ms. Vivian Nesbitt

Ms. Faith Ohms
Mr. Brian O’Neill
Mr. James Parks
Ms. Caymichael Patten
Ms. Leigh R. Peet
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Peloso
Mr. Jeffrey Poklemba
Dr. Robert T. Porter
Dr. Joan Poster
Mr. and Mrs. Alois J. Prokop
Mr. and Mrs. John Robotham
Ms. Bernetta Rosati
Ms. Claire Rosenberg
Mr. Robert Rosenheim
Saint Michael’s Parish
Mrs. Elaine R. Salius
Ms. Louise S. Schimmel
Ms. Shelley A. Schultz
Ms. Rita Sideris
Ms. Brenda L. Slater
Mr. Philip Trager
Mr. Jeffrey C. Tredennick
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Voisine
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Voorvaart
Ms. Patricia A. White
Ms. Lisa Whitelaw
Ms. Elaine William
Mr. George Winter
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Wright
Ms. Sandra Lee Wright
Between $50.00 and $100.00
Ms. Amy Adams
Ms. Shirley Allison
Ms. Susan Anton
Mr. Steven Barkley
Ms. Kim Beernier
Ms. Ann Bierce
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Booth
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Briggs
Ms. Janice Burke
Mr. Gerard P. Burns
Ms. Cathy R. Casey
Mr. and Mrs. John Ciesco
Mr. and Mrs. Robin W. Clapp
Ms. Edna Coons
Ms. Pat Cosgrove
Mr. Joseph Cristillo
Mr. Kevin Crosier
Ms. Corrine D’Angelo
Ms. Lisa DeAngelis
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Denza
Mr. Anthony Di Giovanna
Mr. William G. Dix
Mrs. Paul Farris
Ms. M. Ruth Fenton
Ms. Sherri Franceschetti
Ms. Elizabeth Frazier-Zygmont
Ms. Diane L. Freer
Ms. Ashley Friday
Mr. and Mrs. Scottie Gagnon
Ms. Kelly Gay

Ms. Yvonne Gower
Mr.& Mrs. Perley H. Grimes
Mrs. Harriette Haley
Ms. Margaret Hare
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Hart
Ms. Carol Higgins
Housatonic Child Care Center
Ms. Caroline B. Hughes
Ms. Barbara H. Hutt
Ms. Barbara Kacich
Mr. Jeffrey Keifer
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Kimball
Mr. Robert Kirschner
Ms. Linda Klein
Ms. Debra Sue Klingerman
Mr. Scott Krizman
Mr. Dave Kruppenbacher
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Lakin
Ms. Carol E. Leichner
Ms. Irene Lesniaski
Ms. Jacqueline Lewis
Landon Loomis
Ms. Evelyn Luciano
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Lupsa
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Macaione
Mr. Bruce Macaulay
Mr. James S. Mackenzie
Ms. Mary K. Malanca
Mr. Edie Mallick
Mrs. Theresa Massicotte
Mr. Martin Mckay
Ms. Tina Melaragno
Ms. Carlene Mercier
Ms. Janice Metro
Ms. Kathleen Miller
Mrs. Susan E. Mullen
Mr. William E. Nelson
Ms. Donna O’Leary
Mr. Joseph Palladino, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Chester E. Pawlirzyn
Mrs. Maureen Prentice
Mr. Valette Rabeuf
Ms. Denise M. Riccucci
Ms. Margaret Rieley
Mr. Raymond Riiska
Ms. Elizabeth Rood
Ms. Catherine Rosa
Ms. Elizabeth Sawyer
Mr. Shawn Shackford
Ms. Vicki Silver
Mr. Jim Smith
Ms. Rosemary Starace
Mr. William Sweetman
Ms. Betsy Tanner
The Wasiutynski Family
Mr. Joseph Welsh
Mr. Mark Whelan
Ms. Holly Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Fredrick Williamson
Rev. & Mrs. Cyril M. Wismar
Ms. Janet Wright
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Ms. Muriel Young
Ms. Cindy Zajac
Between $25.00 and $50.00
Actex Publications
Ms. Susan M. Anton
Mr. and Mrs. Helmuts Baumanis
Ms. Evelyn Bergs
Ms. Mary A. Bernholtz
Ms. Audrey B. Blondin
Ms. Rachel Bourquin
Ms. Debra L. Briatico
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Cardillo
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Crowley
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Elliott
Ms. Eileen L. Epperson
Mr. and Mrs. John Genovese
Ms. Shirley Gold
Mr. and Mrs. Edward T. Gradowski
Mrs. Mary C. Grusauski
Mr. and Mrs. Gyorsok
Ms. Gloria Hampl
Mr. Allen Hess
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Hubbard
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Humphreys
Ms. Marguerite Jones
Bud & Beverly King
Mr. and Mrs. August D. LaRosa
Ms. Rosalind B. Leech
Mr. John Mazzochi
Ms. Lu Miller
Ms. Patricia A. Moran
Ms. Elizabeth Mullen
Mr. and Mrs. Ramsay Mussen
Ms. Juli S. Nein
Ms. Linda S. Orr
Ms. Fay A. Parker
Ms. Agnes Patterson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Phair
Ms. Polly W. Rodie
Ms. Kim Roman
Mrs. Irene Ruggiera
Ms. Edith T. Russ
Ms. Barbara Satula
Mr. and Mrs. Roland N. Spino
Mr. and Mrs. Karl D. Subklew
Mr. James T. Tanguay
Ms. Janet K. Tenney
Ms. Marilyn Terzano
Ms. Alanne Turina
Ms. Gertrude M. Weaver
Mr. Frances Wood
Ms. Marie E. Young
Mrs. Martha Zink
Donors
Ms. Irene Ashe
Ms. Cindy Barth
Ms. Beatrice I. Becker
Miss Rosalie Belotti
Ms. Mary Ann Brand
Ms. Rachel Breck
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Brochu
Ms. Joyce Carey
Ms. Rise Caron
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Eddy
Ms. Christine L Engel
Ms. Linda J. Gardue
Ms. Evelyn Herman
Ms. Kathy Herron
Ms. Madeline Kaplan
Ms. Robin E. Kenny

Mr. and Mrs. John Krochalis
Mr. Harold Kuhn
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Kulinski
Ms. Charlotte Lindsay
Lucky Pet
Mr. Mack Modzelewski
Mr. and Mrs. Orlando Moranino
Mr. Mark Musco
Mrs. Sally Muse
Mr. and Mrs. Mark O’Neil
Mrs. Dorothy B. Pukas
Ms. Carlene J. Puzacke
Mr. John Raymond
Mr. and Mrs. Bud Rubino
Ms. Julianna Schenkel
Ms. Nancy Seymour
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon E. Todd
Mrs. G. Wells

Return above card  for 10% off of product
and food

Return for $3.00 off any Wellness Product

Emily, awaiting her adopter.
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In Memory of Friends

Elizabeth Anton
Susannah Curi
Nellie Mae Fenn
Thomas K. Gardiner
Anne “Kate” Garrity
Ruth Goodenough
Catherine Hnat
Dorothy Hurst

Martha H. Knapp
Heather Low
Ella Mead
Walter Nawalaniec
Brian Ocain
John Petro
Edward J. Pukas
Jill Scallon

Marilou Scopina
Mirdza Skujins
Marietta Smith
Natasha Subklew
Lillian Tibbals
Evie Unkelbach
David Warren
David Wilson

In Memory of Pets
Chauncey
Clancy
Emily
Fiona-Lilac
Edgar
Allen
Poe

Andy
Juicy Fruit
Twix
Beans
Jezy
Nimo
Monkey Boy Cat

Polly
Robo
Keson Tieman
Tony
Weiner
Wonderdog
Pepper

Litter Box Tips
“Keeping Your Cat From Thinking Outside The Box”

-Place your cat’s litter box in a quiet area, which is easily accessible.  You may be less pleased with
kitty if you place her box in the basement, next to an appliance.

-Most cats prefer fine-grained litters because of the soft feel.  There are many different textured litters
to choose from, if one does not work, try another.
-Once you have found a litter your cat likes, stick with it.  Sudden changes can cause problems.
-If your cat prefers to use your house plants as a litter box, try mixing a small amount of potting soil
into the regular litter in the box.
-Many cats are “put off” by scented litters or air fresheners placed near their box.  Unscented litter,
mixed with baking soda, works best.
-Scoop out the box daily and change the litter once a week.  Thoroughly wash the box once every 7 to
10 days with mild soap and hot water.  (Harsh chemicals leave odors that cats dislike).  One litter box
per cat is the rule.
-Litter box liners are OK, but some cats will prefer no liners.
-Most cats will not use litter that is more than 2 inches deep.
-Many medical conditions can cause a change in litter box habits.  If your cat begins to eliminate
outside of the box, your first call should be to the vet.  Once health reasons are ruled out, your vet can
assist you with simple behavioral modification techniques to resolve the issue.

Remember, if your cat has litter box problems, punishment is never the answer, nor is banishing
your cat outdoors.  Be sure the litter box is clean and have your vet check to see if there is a
medical problem causing it.
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_________________________________________________
Our Dream of No More Homeless Pets

Caring for animals is expensive. Without your donations, the shelter and the work we do is at
risk. Please indicate your commitment for 2005!

YES, I want to be part of the work of The Little Guild. Here is my 2005 contribution.
{ } $45 Member                        { } $100 Caregiver
{ } $180 Supporter                    { } $240 Champion { } Other $ ______________

I’d prefer to send a monthly membership donation of $ __________________ .
(    ) Send me a monthly reminder.
(    ) Send me a form so I can instruct my bank or credit card company to send this amount each
month.
Many companies offer a matching gift program that doubles the value of your gift to The Little Guild.
Please ask your Human Resources representative for a form, complete it, and send it along with your
gift today. Thank You!
Donations are tax-deductible under section 501 (c)(3) of IRS code. Notification of your donation will
be mailed to you.

Please Mail to:
The Little Guild of Saint Francis

P.O. Box 59, West Cornwall, Connecticut 06796
(860) 672-6346 • FAX (860) 672-0213 • www.littleguild.org

We all need a good home!

Dillon
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Late Breaking News!

The Torrington Area Foundation, through its Marion & Alice Edwards Fund has awarded The Little
Guild a grant to cover the purchase and installation of a much needed generator that will insure our
animals are warm, watered and their medications are kept refrigerated during the power outages
that occur during the winter here in West Cornwall.  Thank you very much!

********************
We are now microchipping all of our adopted pets.  This will give them a much better chance to get
back home if they are lost.

********************
Thanks to all of you who stopped by to see us at the Connecticut Agricultural Fair in Goshen on July
29-31.  Several cats were adopted there and we got a chance to talk with many past adopters who
updated us on how well their new pets are doing.  We also won the “Best Community Booth” award!

********************
Join us at the “It’s A Dogs’s Life” at THE CANINE SPORTS CENTER, Rt. 63, Goshen on Septem-
ber 17th and 18th.  All proceeds to benefit animal rescue.  Bring your dog with you because this will
be two days of canine adventure and fun.  Agility, obedience, frisbee, flyball, best costume, drooliest
dog, and a parade of rescues each day!  For you and your best friend, it just doesn’t get any better
than this!

********************

Visit our animals for adoption at www.littleguild.org


